
Simon Purcell  
Curriculum Vitae 

 
Simon works with AEP in the role of Senior Ecologist. Simon has over 7 years of professional 
experience managing projects in the fields of terrestrial ecology, mining and mine 
rehabilitation and environmental management. 

 

Qualifications 

● Bachelor of Applied Science, Major Wildlife Science, University of Queensland Gatton 2013 

● Certificate III in Animal Care and Management, Companion Animal Services (2008) 

 

Further Education & Training (select summary) 
 

● Current NSW Class C Driver’s Licence. Experienced 4WD operator. 

• 2019 First AID, CPR and Remote First AID  

• 2019 HLTAID001 Provide Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 

• 2019 HLTAID005 Provide First Aid in Remote Situations 

• 2018 Bioacoustic Processing Workshop run by Ted Pedersen- Automated Signal Detection and 
Acoustic Remote Sensing 

● 2017 Venomous Snake Handling  

● 2015 Venomous Snake and Fauna Handling – Geckoes Wildlife 

 

Fields of Special Competence 

● Terrestrial Ecology field survey, covering terrestrial flora and fauna 

● Project Management  

 
Relevant Employment History 
 
2020 (November) -present Senior Ecologist 
  Anderson Environment & Planning, Newcastle 
 

• Currently employed by Anderson Environment & Planning to assist in the provision of consulting 

services to land, property, mining industry, legal and government sectors. Covering ecological, 

project management, environmental, planning services, advices, strategy and representation.  

 
2018-2019 Team Leader / Ecologist 
  Ecotone Flora Fauna Consultants, Weipa, QLD 
 

• Conducted client liaison meetings, providing ecological advice and recommendations for flora, 

fauna and land management, complying with Queensland state and Commonwealth environmental 

legislation. 

• Wrote proposal and executed surveys for Prefeasibility studies and EIS on Western Cape York 

for multi-national mining company complying with Commonwealth environmental legislation. 



• Negotiated increases to budget and survey requirements with the client in relation to ongoing 

changes and project requirements 

• Led high level discussions with the client to provide new services. 

• Developed wide scale camera monitoring program to assess presence /absence of EVNT fauna 

within the survey site.  

• Complex logistical planning for remote work  

• Co-developed and implemented new safety system within the business 

• Mentored project managers through training, and leadership guidance to ensure quality and 

standards of business were met 

• Managed human relation matters within the business 

• Digitally transformed infield data collection through roll out of ArcGIS Collector, leading to the 

reduction in the use of paper in the field. 

 
2014-2018 Team Leader / Ecologist 
  Ecotone Flora Fauna Consultants, Weipa, QLD 
 

• Lead project manager (6 years) for all aspects of mine / drill preclearing environmental surveys 

across three different mine sites and exploratory sites, including during the construction phase of a 

new mine in the Weipa region.  

• Project managed and participated in numerous annual EVNT projects that led to cultural and 

process practices changing within a multinational mining company. 

• Played a critical role in maintaining client and stakeholder relationships and built stability with 

onsite leadership to further grow business opportunities. 

• Maintained client confidentiality on sensitive and impactful projects. 

• Ensured all projects complied with Queensland state and Commonwealth environmental 

legislation and clients Environmental Authority. 

• Assisted in the development of growth and innovation projects such as cloud-based document 

storage solution to support multi-site users.  

 
 
2013-2014 Field Technician / Ecologist 
  Ecotone Flora Fauna Consultants, Weipa, QLD 
 

• Pre-clear flora and fauna mining and drilling programs 

• Baseline fauna surveys of future mining areas 

• Sensitive vegetation ground truthing 

• EVNT flora and fauna surveys  

• Seed Processing (storing, drying management of inventory) 

• Mixing of seed in preparation for annual rehabilitation season 

 
 
2010-2012 Mine Operator and Trainer 
  Rio Tinto, Weipa, QLD 
   

• Acted as Crew Leader to manage 30 mine operators, production targets and minimising 

environmental impacts  

• Skilled Caterpillar 992G, 993K & Komatsu WA900 Loader and 776D, 777F and 785C Caterpillar 

haul truck operator  

• Crew Trainer/Assessor - completed five certificate IV modules to Training and Assessing. 

 
 



2009 - 2010 Parks and Garden Maintainer  
  Spotless Group, Weipa, QLD 
 

• Attained six competencies towards Certificate III Forest Growing and Management. 

• Maintained local green spaces and houses. 

 
 
2009-2009 Vet Nurse 
  Tableland Veterinary Service, Weipa, QLD 
 

• Prepared surgery for surgeries including use of autoclave to sterilise implements  

• Administered sedation via injections in the muscle and intravenously  

• Prepared and monitored animals before, during and after surgeries  

• Monitored animal and anaesthetic during surgery focussing on breath rate, colour of gum and 

pupil movements  

• Took blood samples from veins and prepared samples of foreign bodies for analysis  

• Successfully directed and carried out on-call emergency cases with vet assistance over the 

phone  

 
 
   
2003 – 2009 Manager 
  The Pet Centre, Sydney, NSW 
 
2001 – 2003 Sales Assistant 
  The Pet Centre, Sydney, NSW 
 

• Implemented standard procedures for staff to follow  

• Focussed on achieving a high level of OHS standards within the store  

• Responsible for daily takings up to five thousand dollars per day  

• Accountable for people management including rosters, recruitment and managing employee 

issues  

• Responsible for management of store inventory  

• Developed skills in handling a range of domestic animals  

• Maintained animal's health and welfare in store and complied with state laws and regulations  

• Analysed store's and customer's aquarium water quality  

• Developed sound knowledge of animals including their origin, identification and general 

requirements 

 
 
Relevant Volunteer Experience  
 
2012   Fauna Spotter / Field Assistant 
  Humble Bee Films 
 

• Volunteered as a fauna spotter/field assistant with Dr Brad Purcell and Humble Bee Films in a 

ten day research camp, during the production of the natural history documentary "Dingo".  



 
 
2012  Volunteer Ecological Field Assistant 
  Rio Tinto, Weipa, QLD 
 

• Participated in an ethno-botanical workshop with Rio Tinto Alcan Land and Rehabilitation team.  

• Participated as a field technician during pre-mining survey work. The work included assessing 

flora and the land formations to identify buffer zones for natural drainage systems and sensitive 

areas in the Andoom mine site Weipa. 

 

2012   Fauna Technician  
  Brad Purcell PhD, Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area 

 

• Field technician for Brad Purcell during his doctoral research project on dingoes in the Greater Blue 
Mountains World Heritage Area. Developed skills in use of VHF radio tracking to retrieve collars, 
triangulation method to determine positioning of dingoes or deployed collars and traversing 
bushland.  

 

 


