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Ian works with AEP in the role of Principal Ecologist. He is an experienced field ecologist, bird 
watcher and a regular participant in wader surveys. Ian has previously had a successful career 
as a project manager with a local geotechnical engineering firm. His background in project 
management and soil sciences combined with his ecological knowledge is utilised in a diverse 
array of applications in his current role. 

 

Qualifications 

 Graduate Diploma in Science (Ecology) University of New England (2014) 

 Bachelor Engineering (Civil) University of Newcastle (2008) 

 

Further Education & Training (select summary) 
 

 Biobank and Biocertification Assessors Training Course  

 Advanced Plant Identification (University of New South Wales) 

 NSW Class C Driver’s Licence. Experienced 4WD operator 

 Occupational Health & Safety Training 

 Rail Industry Worker 

 ARTC Safety Induction for Contractors (NSW) 

 ARTC Hunter Bulk Terminal Induction 

 

Fields of Special Competence 

 Biobanking & Biodiversity Offset Commissions – initial scoping and feasibility, BAM impact assessments 
and BDAR reporting, biobank calculations, Stewardship site creation 

 Detailed knowledge of environmental legislation and approval pathways 

 Ecological field survey and habitat assessment covering terrestrial and aquatic flora and fauna. 
Experienced in camera trap methods particularly targeting cryptic and difficult to identify mammal 
species. 

 Highly proficient at avifauna surveys, including challenging wetland and shorebird environs 

 Project Management 

 Soil science 

 



Professional Affiliations / Memberships (past / present) 

 Hunter Bird Observers Club (HBOC) 

 Australasian Seabird Group 

 Graduate Member of The Institution of Engineers Australia in the Civil College 
 
 
Relevant Employment History 
 
2019-Current Principal Ecologist 
  Anderson Environment & Planning, Newcastle 
 
Currently employed by Anderson Environment & Planning in the role of Principal Ecologist overseeing a team of 15 
professional ecology staff and all aspects of the business including training and management of field and office staff 
undertaking ecology and bushfire works to assist in the provision of consulting services to land, property, mining 
industry, legal and government sectors. Covering ecological, project management, environmental, planning services, 
advices, strategy and representation. 
 
2018-2019 Senior Ecologist 
  Anderson Environment & Planning, Newcastle 
 
2016-2018 Ecologist 
  Anderson Environment & Planning, Newcastle 
 
 
2012-2016 Project Manager 
  Douglas Partners, Newcastle 
 
As a project manager with Douglas Partners I was responsible for proposal and tender preparation, planning, 
implementation and reporting of geotechnical and geo-environmental investigations for a broad range of projects 
including site classification, foundations, pavements, bridges and slope stability. I was required to liaise with clients 
regarding project requirements, project goals and deadlines. I was responsible for the development and 
implementation of Work Health and Safety Plans as well as Environmental Plans and documentation. This included 
the development of safe work procedures, safety inspections on site and implementing improved safety procedures 
with staff. I was responsible for ensuring projects were completed on time and on budget whilst meeting the clients’ 
expectations and achieving quality assurance standards. 
 
 
2008-2012 Geotechnical Engineer 
  Douglas Partners, Newcastle 
 
As a geotechnical engineer for Douglas Partners I was involved in the planning and implementation of geotechnical 
investigations for a wide range of development in the Hunter Valley area. I was primarily involved in site supervision 
of geotechnical investigations using drilling rigs for boreholes, truck mounted cone penetration testing and test pit 
excavations using excavators and backhoes. My role also included site inspections involving the assessment of 
conditions for piles, piers and shallow footings. I also undertook site walkovers for assessment of mine subsidence 
and slope stability. 
 
 
2007-2008 Undergraduate Geotechnical Engineer 
  Douglas Partners, Newcastle 
 
Whilst an undergraduate engineer with Douglas Partners I experienced a broad range of practice areas and 
developed a diverse range of engineering skills. 



Relevant Ecological Experience  
 
2013 - Current Bird Surveyor 
  Hunter Bird Observers Club 
 
Volunteer survey work for Hunter Bird Observers Club for regular wader and water bird counts and Tomago and 
Kooragang Island. 
 
2017 – Current Birdata Moderator 
  Birdlife Australia 
 
Volunteer moderating and vetting bird surveys from Birdata which is the Birdlife Australia Atlas to ensure a robust 
database for both the Hunter Valley and Central Coast reporting areas totalling approximately 5000 surveys per year. 


